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An Hispanic
Radio Review
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It's important, when discussing the
Hispanic radio listener, to under-
stand the cultural and geographical
differences present in the overall
assemblage. Close to 60% of the
US Hispanic population traces its
country of arigin back to Mexico.
Central and South Americans
account for the next largest group,
with Puerto Ricans and Cubans
ranking third and fourth respec-
tively. Geographically, Hispanics
are mainly concentrated in
California, Texas, New York, and
Florida. Nearly 75% live in these
states, with the cities of Los
Angeles, New York City, Miami,
and San Antonio containing the
largest communities.

Jeff Wakefield, Executive
VP/Research Division of The
Interep Radio Store in New York
City, outlines some subgroup dif-
ferences. “In the case of the
Cubans, they immigrated primari-
ly for political reasons. They came
in waves, the first in 1959, and
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settled in South Florida. Because
they're political rather than eco-
nomic refugees, they tend to be
more affluent than some of the
other Hispanic immigrants.
They're well established in Dade
County now, accounting for about
40% of the population. That
makes them the single largest eth-
nic group in the area.”

In Texas, the influence is most-
ly Mexican. “You're seeing second
and third generation Mexican-
American families; in some cases
the only thing Hispanic about
them is their surname.” continues
Wakefield. “In other cases, resi-
dents still relate more to Mexican
culture than American culture.
California is similar to Texas,
although the immigration is more
recent.” In the Northeast, New
York is home to all the major
Hispanic subgroups. “There are
areas of Dominican, Honduran,
Nicaraguan, and all the various
Latin Americans. And thev're not
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